SAMPLE WORDING FOR ETHNOGRAPHIC 
AND CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL ETHICS PROPOSALS 

NOTE: 
These are some samples developed by Dr. Ellen Badone and her PhD student Rebecca Plett (Spring 2013).  If you use any of this wording, you need to make sure that you edit it carefully to fit your particular research situation and add or delete wording.   

Section 9: Participants
Please describe: 
(a) the number of participants required for this study
(b) any salient characteristics (e.g., age, gender, location, affiliation, etc.) If your study will be conducted with several sub-groups please use headings to organize your description of the characteristics for each group of participants.

Sample Response to 9 Participants:

My participant observation ethnography will be carried out with [INSERT CULTURE GROUP NAME AND LOCATION].  As is standard anthropological practice, there will be no formal recruitment process for this component of the research. 
(a) Number of Participants required for this study: 
· It is expected that there are approximately XX and XX potential participants in the community For the purposes of this study I plan to……….  
· Or I will continue to talk to participants until I have reached saturation, that is, the point at which no new or relevant information emerges.  
· In addition to participant observation, I hope to carry out approximately [INSERT APPROX. #] semi-structured interviews with the following types/categories of participants:

(b) Salient Participant Characteristics: 
· 


Section 10.1: Recruitment
Please describe: 
(a) how each type of participant will be recruited 
(b) who will recruit participants
(c) the relationship (if any) between the investigator(s) and participant(s) (e.g. instructor-student; manager-employee, family member, student peers, fellow club members, no relationship etc.)
(d) any permission you have or intend to obtain, for your mode of recruitment (if applicable) 
ATTACHMENTS: Please provide a copy of any posters, advertisements letters, flyers, and/or email messages etc. to be used for recruitment. 
Sample Response to 10.1 Recruitment:
Try to answer all parts of the question. 

I have established initial contact with community members in preparation for this research.  In establishing contact with the community through informal conversations, I encountered several people who have expressed interest in the project.  

WORDING FOR WHEN THE ETHNOGRAPHER ALREADY HAS AN EXISTING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COMMUNITY:
Since I grew up in [INSERT REGION OR CULTURE] that is the focus of this study. My initial participants will thus be individuals with whom I have already established relationships in a non-research setting.  
OR 
Since I have previous contact with this community through [INSERT DETAILS]. My initial participants will be individuals with whom I have already established relationships in a non-research setting.  

In order to prevent potential participants from feeling obligated or coerced to participate because of their relationship with me, I will make it clear to all potential participants that participation is entirely voluntary.  I will also provide potential participants who are family members or friends with a graceful excuse to decline.  For example, I will tell these individuals that I know they are very busy and may not have time to participate, and that even if they don’t decide to participate I will undoubtedly have a sufficiently large number of participants.  I will tell them they should not feel obligated to take part in my study simply because of our relationship. 

I will provide all potential participants with a recruitment brochure (Appendix E) that introduces myself, explains the research project and methods, and provides my contact information.  If, having read the brochure, individuals choose to be interviewed, I will ask them to contact me and we will arrange a convenient time and location to meet.  

[NOTE TO RESEARCHERS:  This might not work in every research setting so insert other appropriate ways of introducing yourself and the study to the community.] 

I plan to recruit further participants through informal snowball sampling, a standard qualitative method, as participants introduce me to their families and friends and others in their social networks.  If introduced to other potential participants through snowball sampling, I will explain that they are under no obligation to participate, nor should they feel coerced into doing so in order to please the people that have provided the introductions.  Since in the general ethnographic participant observation part of this research I will be talking informally to a very large number of residents, it is likely that many people will suggest potential participants.

Section 11.1 Methodology

Describe sequentially, and in detail, the methods to be used.  Include all data collection procedures in which the research participants will be involved (e.g., paper and pencil tasks, interviews, focus groups, lab experiments, participant observation, surveys, physical assessments etc. —this is not an exhaustive list).  Include information about  who will be conducting the research, how long it will take, where data collection will take place, and the form in which the data will be collected (e.g., computer responses, handwritten notes, audio/video/photo recordings etc.). If your study will be conducted with several sub-populations or progress and expand in successive phases, please organize your information using sub-headings.  
ATTACHMENTS: Please provide a copy of all questionnaires, interview guides (i.e., list of questions), test or data collection instruments. 

Sample Response to 11.1 Methods:

This project will be based on standard methods of ethnographic research in the discipline of anthropology. Researchers in cultural anthropology (ethnographers) engage in participant observation, a fieldwork method based on social relationships between individuals and the ethnographer, in which the ethnographer assumes the position of a student or apprentice who learns through participating in everyday activities with community members and observing social life.  This participant observation component of my research is essential because it will provide the broad social and cultural context for my specific research questions that deal with [INSERT YOUR RESEARCH TOPIC HERE].

Following the general methodology of participant observation, this study will involve several specific tasks.  From approximately [INSERT DATE] to [INSERT DATE] I will reside in [INSERT LOCATION(S) ] where I will participate in many aspects of community life including [INSERT DETAILS].  
Because of my [INSERT DETAILS, IF APPLICABLE], I already know many people in [INSERT NAME OF LOCALITIES] and I expect that I will have no trouble integrating into the community.  I also plan to [INSERT DETAILS]. 

In addition to this participant observation fieldwork, I will carry out semi-structured, open-ended interviews with [INSERT TYPES OF PARTICIPANTS ETC]: 
· 
· 
These interviews will be informal and semi-structured, and will last approximately [INSERT DETAILS], or however long a participant may choose to talk.  It is commonly the case in anthropological research that participants talk as long as they wish in an interview, and/or restart the conversation at a later time.  I will follow this methodology in my interviews.

I also plan to use other anthropological and qualitative methods such as [INSERT DETAILS] 

Interviews and [INSERT OTHER METHODS IF YOU ARE USING THEM] will be held in a place that is comfortable and convenient for the participant and the researcher and at a time of their choosing.

I hope to use an audio recorder for some aspects of this research.  However, because I find the use of an audio recorder can disrupt the relationship between the ethnographer and participant, I will in most cases use handwritten field notes during interviews to record information.  Before starting interviews, I will ask participants’ permission to audio record and/or take handwritten notes.  I will also write daily field notes about my ethnographic work and observations – a standard practice in anthropology.
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