[image: McMaster University Logo.]

[image: Placeholder picture that can be removed or changed by researchers.]

Study Title: (insert study title)
Debrief and Re-Assent to Participate
{Take special care to ensure the language in this re-assent form is appropriate for the age of your participants.  You may wish to make more than one version if you have a wide age range – a 5 year old will require much different language than an 11 year old, for example}
Thank you very much for taking part in our study.  We wanted to give you this and talk with you a bit, because during the study, we did or said some things that weren’t totally true, or we hid something from you.
Why did we keep things from you?
Sometimes in research studies, researchers have to say or do untrue things, or hide things, because we are looking for people’s reactions to certain situations, and telling them everything about the study would change their actions in ways that would make it impossible to complete our research.  
What did we do/say that wasn’t totally true?
[Outline all the deceptive/misleading statements/tasks in age-appropriate language]
Why did we do that?
[Explain in age-appropriate language what behaviours you were trying to observe, and why that couldn’t be done by being forthright]
It’s okay if you’re not happy about this
It’s okay to not be happy when someone doesn’t tell you the whole truth, or does things that you might feel tricked you.  We hope that you understand why we had to do it for our study.  
We tried as hard as we could to trick you as little as possible while still getting the information we needed for our study.  Below we will give you a chance to tell us whether it’s okay for us to keep the information we’ve gotten for you, or if you want us to get rid of your information and not use it.
We are asking you to keep a secret
We can’t finish our study and get the information we need without getting other kids to take the study just like you did.  That means that we hope you won’t tell anyone but your parents and family about the way we tricked you for this study.
These actions have been checked
We have a group at our University who looks at studies and tells us if they’re safe and okay to do.  We’ve told them about how we were going to keep some information from you until you were done with the study, and they told us it was okay, as long as we told you and your parents about it at the end, and gave you a chance to say no to using your data at the end.  If you or your parents are worried about it, please ask them to contact the group, the McMaster Research Ethics Office, at (905) 525-9140 ext 23142 or ethicsoffice@mcmaster.ca 
IF YOU ARE OKAY WITH US USING YOUR INFORMATION, SIGN YOUR NAME ON THE LINE BELOW:
Child’s name, printed:  ______________________________________________
Date: ______________________________
Signature of the person explaining re-assent:      _________________________
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