
EDUCATIONAL DEBRIEFING INFORMATION
[if you have more than one for your study, be sure to indicate which group each one is for]
Note to Researcher: 
1. Please adapt this sample to match the needs of your specific study. 
2. Before submitting this form, delete all researcher instructions and sample wording in blue font that you aren’t using. 
3. Remember to save this form in pdf format before uploading to your application in MacREM.
4. Please note that this is for studies that use SONA to recruit.  If you are using deception in your study, a different debrief is required – please see https://macrem.mcmaster.ca/Personalisation/DownloadTemplate/1110
5. If you have questions about whether certain text should be included in your Letter of Information, please contact mreb@mcmaster.ca.
6. Use plain language, define acronyms and abbreviations the first time used, ensure headings match the text (refer to TCPS2 Art 3.2)
7. Keep the length of the document as short as practical, do not scatter the document with unnecessary information and details. 
8. Ensure that the final form is properly formatted, proofread to check for spelling or grammatical errors
9. The debriefing form must include the McMaster logo on the first page of the document 
10. The document must include page numbers ‘X of Y’ along with version date – footer


[Study Title] as it appears in question 3.1 in the ethics application
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Principal Investigator:				Faculty Supervisor: 
[If student project, replace “principal”		[If applicable]
with “student”: 
Name 						Name 					
Department of 					Department of
McMaster University				McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada			Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
(905) 525-9140 ext. XXXXX			(905) 525-9140 ext. XXXXX	
E-mail: (McMaster Address)			E-mail: (McMaster Address)

Co-Investigator: [if applicable]			Co-Investigator: [if applicable]
[Include full contact information as above] 	[Include full contact information as above]                                                  
						


SECTION A - OVERVIEW

Research Question: 

[Concisely summarize your research question(s)]

Theory: 

[Concisely summarize the pertinent background.  This should be at least a couple of paragraphs, but we don’t recommend more than half or three-quarters of a page, to ensure you retain the participant’s interest.]

Hypothesis

[Clearly outline your hypothesis of what your study will find]  

SECTION B - DETAILS

Independent Variables (I.V.): [Complete if applicable.  Otherwise delete]

Dependent Variable (D.V.): [Complete if applicable. Otherwise delete] 

Experimental Design: [this should be a short summary, at most a sentence] 

Statistics & Analyses: [Summarize how you intend to analyze the data gathered in this study.  Not all studies will involve statistical analyses – if yours does not, please delete “Statistics &” from this section.]

Next Steps: [If possible, please provide some suggestions of future research that may emerge from the findings of this study.  This doesn’t have to be research that you have planned; simply potential future areas of research]

SECTION C: NOTES AND REFERENCES

[Please use this section to include any additional information you wish to share: a thank you for participating, a request to advertise the study to their friends, a request to keep the information learned in the study confidential, etc.]

If you are interested in learning more about this topic, you are encouraged to look up the following references:

[Include a small selection of pertinent references]

Questions about the Study: If you have questions or need more information about the study itself, please contact me at:

	[Insert researcher’s name and email address,
telephone number  
as appropriate].




This study has been reviewed by the McMaster Research Ethics Board and received ethics clearance under project [Add project number – it can be found at the top of your application]. If you have concerns or questions about your rights as a participant or about the way the study is conducted, please contact: 
			McMaster Research Ethics Office
			Telephone: (905) 525-9140 ext. 23142
			E-mail: mreb@mcmaster.ca



[If you would like more help with this SONA debrief, please see the sample Debrief form, graciously shared by McMaster’s Multisensory Perception Laboratory, here: https://macrem.mcmaster.ca/Personalisation/DownloadTemplate/1119]


image1.png
niversity




