February 18, 2020
MACREM UPDATE TO VERSION V1.1 INFORMATION
You are receiving this email as you are a registered user on the McMaster Research Ethics
Board’s MacREM system.
MACREM VERSION V1.1 UPDATE MESSAGE
This is an example of an update message you will see when you login to MacREM, and view a
form, concerning the update to V1.1. Please note that only project owners can update forms.
Project owners are the applicants who initially created the project. Project owners can
transfer ownership of the application to another MacREM user.

If you don’t know how to establish that you are the Project Owner, click the blue Update word
in the above warning message. Another way to find the project owner on a project is to open
the project and click on the Collaborators Tab. You and/or your team will not be able to
proceed with changes and submissions until the project owner does the Update. The Ethics
Staff can also update projects on your behalf.
If you were recently working on an application and had requested a signature, you may need
to update the forms and request the signature again. That is, any signed or signature
requested unsubmitted forms need to be signed again after a new update. Submitted forms
don’t have to be signed again.
Note that you won’t see the Update warning when you open an application if the form was
not shared with you or if you are creating a new application.
If you were in the midst of preparing an Amendment form or Application form for
submission, the update will reformat some of the questions and you will need to review the
form to ensure all questions are answered and all documents are still uploaded before
submitting.

Version V1.1 published on, February 18, 2020, updates:
•

Changes were made to the format and question wording on the Amendment and
Transfer Amendment forms. The forms are asking for the same information, but in a
more organized and clearer way. The changes should help researchers include the
relevant information when first submitting the form and reduce the instances of the
Ethics Officer returning Amendment forms for revision prior to ethics review.

•

There is now an option for the external Principal Investigator to delegate signing
authority for MREB ethics forms to a McMaster Co-Investigator on the Project with
External REB Clearance application form. This means that it is no longer required for the
external PI to obtain a temporary MacID for the purpose of signing forms in MacREM, if
they are comfortable with the McMaster investigator signing on their behalf. New
questions were added to the form to document the delegation of signing authority.

•

Some minor changes were made to the MREB Standard Application and other subforms. Primarily clarifications to wording on questions, help text and instructions, with
some movement of questions to improve usability/navigation.
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